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account of Socrates, and to acquaint them in. whose reign he lived, whether he was a citizen or a courtier, whether he buried Xantippe, with many other particulars; for that by his sayings he appears to have been a very wise man, and a good Christian. Another, who writes himself Benjamin Bamboo, tells me that, being coupled with a shrew, he had endeavoured to tame her by such lawful means as those which T mentioned in my last Tuesday's paper, and that in his wrath he had often gone further than Bracton allows in those cases; but that for the future he was resolved to bear it like a man of temper and learning, and consider her only as one who lives in his house to teach him philosophy. Tom Dapperwit says that he agrees with me hi that whole discourse, excepting only the last sentence, where I affirm the married state to be either an heaven or an hell. Tom has been at the charge of a penny upon this occasion, to tell me that by his experience it is neither one nor the other, but rather that middle kind of state commonly known by the name of Purgatory.
The fair sex have likewise obliged me with their reflections upon the same discourse. A lady, who calls herself Euterpe, and seems a woman of letters, asks me whether I am for establishing the Salic law in every family, and why it is not fit that a woman who has discretion and learning should sit at the helm, when the husband is weak and illiterate? Another, of a quite contrary character, subscribes herself Xantippe, and tells me that she follows the example of her namesake; for being married to a bookish man who has no knowledge of the world, she is forced to take their affairs into her own hands, and to spirit him up now and then, that he may not grow musty and unfit for conversation.
After this abridgment of some letters which are come to my hands upon this occasion, I shall publish one of them at large :